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VIENTIANE, Laos, Thurs-

day, July 12—G. McMurtrie

- Godley, whose nomination as

an Assistant Secretary of
State has been rejected by
the Senate Foreizn Relations
Commiittee, is variously re-
garded by those who knew
him in Laos either as a
paternalistic bull in a china

shop or as an old-

Man fashioned and ef-
in th fective  bulwark
nthe  aodinst Commu-
News nism.  Ambassa-
- . dor Godley, who
ended his four-vear tour in

Laos in April, is remembered
by Government ofticials, fel-
low ambassadors and news-
men as a diplomat whose
style at times seemed more
in keeping with the belliger-
ent fone of the Theodore
Roosevelt Administration than
with the modern era of
cramped caution imposed by
confrentation  between nu-
clear superpowers.

The 55-year-old career di-
olomat’s admirers  consider

im to be the one American
Jnore than any other respon-
sible for having prevented
the fall of Laos to the Pathot
Lao and North Vietnamese.
They also point to the fact
that he successfully helped
shield the neutraist but pro-
American  Premier,  Prince
Souvanna  Phouma, from
right-wing generals dissatis.
fied with ‘Laotian Govern-
inent policy,

As over-all administrator
of the more or less clandes-
tine American war offort i=
Lzos, Ambassador Godley
was reshonsiple for coordi-
nating atr strikes in Laos as
well as sustaining the fragile
Laotian econamy. ile also
had a key role in directing
the activitics of a mercenary
army of Laotian tribesrmen
and Thai troops sponsored by

R

the American Central In-
telligence Agency.

American operations, con-
ducted by a staff of more
than a thousand in a country
of three million or so, are
widely credited with the
conlinued survival of the
Government in the face of
what otherwise would have
been  overwhelming North
Vietnamese pressure.

The Atmosphere Was Heated

While Mr. Godley incurred
the hatred of North Viet-
namese, Pathet Tao and

other Communist diplomats -

posted to Vientiane, he alien-
ated many Western and non-
Communist Asian ambassa-
dors too.

He is particularly remem-
bered for a diplomatic recep-
tion at which he grabbed the
lapels of the envoy of a large
country whose relations with
the United States were par-
ticularly delicale and loudly
demanded that he stop di-
vulging s¢ many diplomatic
secrets to the press.

A number of guests were
embarrassed, and the offend-
ed diplomat told Mr. Godley:
“Take your hand off me, Mr,
Ambassador. T am the repre-
sentalive, like yourself, of a
sovercign nation.”

Mr. Godlev has made ne
seceret of his distaste for the
press, particularly the Amer-
ican press, and for the United
States Congress,

Chatting with fellow en-
voys he referred to a sched-
uled meeting with newsmen
and  reportedly  remarked:
“Tomorrow I'll have to see
thoze little bastards of the
prezs. They're as bad  as
those bastards on the MHi%*”

Vestern and other diplo-
mats have sometimes found
it risky to commuricate their
feclings wbout Mr. Godley. A
senior Western diplomat pri-
vitelv conflided some of his
impressions to a newsman,

“fell

who took notes. The notes
into the hands of  an
Amecrican intelligence agent,
according to the diplomat in
question, and within a few
davs were-on the desk of
Mr. Godley, who angrily con-
fronted the diplomat™ with
them,

Mr. Godlev, who has im-
pressed people on the whale
as bluff but friendly, has nev-
er scemed to mind the sharp
criticism that such incidents
engendered even when it
found its way into print. A
powerfully built
who likes to be called Mac,
he has never conveyed an
impression of timidity or
embarrassment,

In an interview, he once
said with a laugh: “The press
seems to regard me as some
kind of ogre. Well, that's
part of the business I'm in.”

He rarely disclosed infor-
riation  of importance to
newsmen although he saw
them fairly often.

After the Laatian cease-
fire he told reporters that the
procedure in case of serious
Communist  violations was
that the Laotian Government
would request American air
strikes and that the United
States would decide whether
to carry them out. Pressed
as lo the American criteria
for responding to such re-
quests, he characteristically
snapped, “That's my busi-
ness! ‘

The Ambassador was on
particularly ciese terms with
Prince Souvanna PPhouma and
appeared to ke liked by the

cotion chief of state, King
Savang Vatthana, (All {hree
are pariial to cigars.)

The power that Mr. Godley
exercised in Laos uniil his
departure April 23 was not
new to Lim. In previous post:
ing as Ambassador, he served
frove 1904 to 1U66 in the

e

six-footer-

- . -

Congo (now Zaire), during a
period in which the American
role was crucial. In 1964 he
coordinated American mili-
tary air transport with Bel-

gian-paid  mercenaries in
suppressing a Chinese-backed
rebellion against President
Moise Tshombe.

In an earlier exercise of
American power Mr. Godley
was a State Department staff
coordinator who helped plan
the American landing on the
beaches of Beirut during a
threatened Lebanese civil war
in 1958, ’

No stranger to clandestine-
operations, he began his lor-
eign Service career in 1941
as vice consul in Marseilles,
moving a year later to Swit-
zerland, the wartime head-

quarters of Allen W. Dulleg, b

then with the Office of
Strategic Services and later
head of the C.ILA.

In Laos, Mr. Godley, some-
thing of a study in contrasts,

worked long hours but was
frequently seen  in tennis
whites and enjoyed sump-
tuous dinner parties and
good wine. He equally en-
Joyed his frequent airplane
and helicopter trips to com-

‘bat zones.

He and his second wife,
the former Elizabeth Mce
Cray, lived with their two
adopted children in a river-
front villa here. One of the
finest in Vientiane, it was
only a few hundred yards
from that of Prince Souvanna
Phouma,  but, unlike the
Prince’s, was equipped with
a large swimming pool.

George McMurtrie Godley,
born in New York on Aur.
25, 1817, was educated at
Hotchkiss, Yale and the Uni-
versity of Chicago. After tie
vears in Switzerland he
was n other Eurepean sia-

~tiens, in Washington on four

as-imaments aud, in 1951.57,
{2 Pimom Penh, Cambodia.

One of Mr. Godley's faver-
S Uenies is that he would
like {o sce the gap between
the Siate and Defense Deo-
partments nereawed 1o elise-
irate misundorstandings bo-
tween  military men aod
civiliass, e =aw his role
both here eud in the Conco
&s primarity nvlitary,

Just beiore leaving Viea-
tiane he was asked what he
considered Wiz maor accor-

i
i

plshine ot incothe eountey. *4f
the ceavdie helds up, tht
will be it,” he repiied.
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“We were not involved becouse it seemed
to me that was o clear violation of what our

charter was.”
Richerd 2, Helme, Feh. 7, 19%)

“Dick Helms was smost cooperative and

: helpful”, .

Tom Charles Huston, July 1970

By Laurence Stern
N LW vashington FPost Statf Writer
In the vernacular of eourtroom melo-
sonteone was dissembling. )
It was cither Richard M. Hebms, the re-
spected formed divector of the Central In-
telligence Agency, or was it Tom Charles

Muston, the White flouse architect of the
conlroversial 1970 doniestie intelligence
plan.

“The conflict was rooted in an appear-

“ance by Ielms before a closed session of
“the Senate Foreign Relations Commitice

last February 7.

Helms was being questioned by Ser
Clifford P, Case (R-N.J.), Ii had come tu
his atlention, said Case, that in 1969 or
1970 the White MHouse asked that all the

national infellicence agencies pool resources

to learn all they could about the anti-war

movement, .

“Do vou know anything,” he asked Hehus,
“aboul any activity on the part of the CIA
in that connection? Was it asked to Le

Cinvolved?™” .
teplied Helms:  “I dow't veeall whether
we were asked but we were notl involved
beeause -it scemed to e that was a cleay
violation of what our charter was.”

“What would you do in a ense like that”
Suppose you were?” Case persisted,

“I would simply go (o explaia {o the
President this didn’t seem lo ba ad\xﬂahlo "
said Felms.,

“That would end it?"”

“Well 1 think so, normally,” Helms con-
chuded.

Case’s prescient question was posed newr-
Iv four months before {he public leak of
Huslen's mentovanda deseribing for the first
time the intensive domwestic surveillance

program approved and then,
allegedly, rescinded by Presi-
dent Nixon five davs later.
The Muston papers impli-
cated Helms and his azency
in the 1970 intelligence plan
so direetly that the word
perjury was being uttered in
- Senate offices by those who
“were privy to {he seeret {es-
S Aimony given by Helmms in
Februars,
One of Huston's top secret
Cmemoranda,  addressed  to
former presidertial ohief of
stali H. R, (Beb) Haldeman,

ropevied: T owent indo this
exorcise  fearful {hat ClA
would refuse to (mpmwlo
“In fact, Dick Yelms wa

Huston glso repord
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. lop CIA officials joined in
meetings with other_intelli-
gence agencies to draft the

- 1970 intelligence report.

By the time the Huston
documents surfaced and the

_eontradiction became appar-

“ent, Helms had returned io
his -ambassadorial post in
" Iran. e was never publicly

_confronted on the conflict
between his own testimony
that “we were not involved”
“and liuston’s assertion that
“Dick Ilelms was most coop-
erative and helpful.”

Yet here was compelling
new evidence that the CIA

had been involved in domes-

tic security matters which,
by Helms’ own admission,
violated the agency's con-
gressional charter. The 1047
National Security Act estab-
lishing the CIA decreed that
it “shall have no police, sub.
-pboena,  law  enforcement
i powers, or internal sccurity
. functions.”

Inciden{s such as these

breed a sense of frustration,
+if nol political impotence,
~among those on Capitol 1Iill
who have sought Lo place in
“1ihe hands of Congress the
countervailing power of
coversight on CIA opera-
tions.

“The Old Boy business is
.s0 depressing,” complained
one senior Senate staff spe-
cialist in CTA matters. “The
Helins performance was a
love-in when they should
have bieen blowing him out
of the water.,”

Timc and time again smco
its inception 26 years avo,

the CIA. has been caught
with its cloak and dagger

showing in the wrong places
al the wronz time,
Six years ago the azency
vos rocked by its last imajor
intelligence scandal-—the
“disclosure that it had been
secretly funding and infil-
trating studcnl associations,
universities.. Irbor uninns,
church rroups and diverse
other private orsanizations
Tens, perhaps hundreds of
miiiions of
funds were distribaned with-
ot public accountins to in-
fleence the views and activi-
ties of supposedly independ- .
ent  eirsanivations  tn the
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CIA

dolltrs in publie -

rough a nefwork of tax-ex-
empt foundations oporated,
in many cases, by an influ-
ential elite of bankers, law-

yers and industralists who
provided a massive and re-
spectable cover.

_If  ever there were
grounds for a wholesale con-
gressional review of the
CIA’s role in the public and

- private business of the coun-

- nalional security

STATINTL

try, the 1967 episode would
seem to have provided the
occasion.

“I'm not at all happy
about what the CIA has
been doing,” said then Vice
President Hubert H. Hum-
phrey, “and I'm sure that
out of this very sincularly
disagrceable situation will
come a reformation of that
agency.”

But nothing changed basi-
cally.

President  Johnson  ap-
pointed a study commission,
hecaded by then Under Sec-
retary of State Nicholas
DeB. Katzenbach, which re-
ported back speedily that
the C1A had heen following
the orders of the National
Security Conncil in carrying

out the covert financing
scheme,
“The Katzenbach panel

called for a modest reform. -
It proposed a prohibition on
CIA funding to cducational,
philanthropic and cultural
organizations such as the
ones the ageney had been
secretly funding. But it also
suggested a louphole under
which such grants could be
made to scrve “overricing
interests.”
Helms was one of the three
panel members.,

L.ess than a year after the
seerel funding seandal
broke, a group of Old Bovs
met in Januatry, 1983 under

the auspices of the presti-
gious Council ot Fareivn
Relations ta take stock of

the ageney's somewhat but-
tered public position. The
chite panel included the lae

C1a director Allen Dulles,
international  financicr C.
Bouglas Dillon and two for-
mer heads of the aroaey’s
Plans (familiar v known as
“dirty tricks™ Hivision.
While the public rhctorie
promised refoimn and tohtar
satecuords on CLY opera-
tions, the foe of the  off-
on & the
New York otfices
allopether  difierent.

therecord diseur -
council's
was




